
 

 

Larne Music Festival - Child Protection Policy: 
 
This policy relates to children under the age of 18 years and members of vulnerable groups of any age whose needs 
are identified to the Festival organisers by parents, guardians, carers and/or teachers prior to their arrival at the 
Festival. This should be done by contacting the Child Protection Officer named at the bottom of this document. 

 
Festival Environment 
It is the policy of our Festival to inform and involve parents, guardians, carers and teachers in partnership with the 
Festival in order to ensure, as far as it is reasonably practical, a safe environment at our Festival. However it must 
be stressed that responsibility for children under 18 years of age and vulnerable adults (those with learning 
difficulties) rests with parents, guardians, carers, teachers – not with Festival staff. All suspicions and allegations of 
abuse will be taken seriously, responded to swiftly and appropriately and the Festival's Organising Committee and 
Volunteers have a responsibility to report concerns, contacting external agencies as necessary. 

 
Festival Personnel 
For both Members of the Executive Committee of Larne Musical Festival Association and appointed volunteers, all 
names, addresses and phone numbers are kept on file. All will wear official badges at the festival to identify them 
clearly. Anyone wearing a badge may be approached and will report your concerns to Mrs. Marie Barnes (Larne 
Music Festival Child Protection Officer). All concerns and problems will be taken seriously, discussed in a private 
area provided and documented and dated. 

 
Attendance at the Festival 
This Policy is shared with all parents, guardians, carers, teachers and schools who then become partners in 
implementing this Policy. It is the responsibility of parents, guardians, teachers and carers to ensure that children 
and vulnerable adults are supervised at all times.  
 
Performance Area and Changing Areas 
As the Festival is held in a public area, parents, guardians, carers and teachers are reminded that children and 
vulnerable adults must be supervised at all times including while they are in public areas e.g. Toilets and Practice 
Rooms. We are unable to provide changing facilities. 

 
Photographs, Video recording and Press Photography 
The Executive Committee bans the taking of photographs and videos during the Festival. Photographs may be taken 
by local press, provided they have obtained permission from those with parental responsibility. Photographs by 
Accredited Photographers will be released to the media and may be used on the Festival Webpages and Social 
Media. 

 
The legislation and guidance that supports this policy 
:a) The Children Order (NI) 1995 b) Rehabilitation of Offenders (Northern Ireland) Order 1978, c) The 
Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979, d) Part V The Police Act 1997, e) The Data 
Protection Act 1998, f) The Protection Of Children and Vulnerable Adults (Northern Ireland) Order 2003, g) The 
Safeguarding  Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007. 
 
Policy Review 
The Executive Committee will review their Policy, revising and enhancing it as necessary. This Policy was last 
reviewed January 2025.  (Next review October 2027) 

 
CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER: MRS MARIE BARNES, 1 BUCHANAN COURT,  
LARNE, BT40 2NY. TEL: 07729 461754 
 


